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2014 Goods
Services
Auction
May 3rd promises to be a most enjoyable evening for the MMUUS
community. We will be gathering to
share food, drink and fellowship in a
welcome to spring extravaganza. There will be bargains galore,
music everywhere and the special
delights of massage and personal
portraits. Plan to spend some time
with friends and provide the ﬁnal
burst of income needed to fully fund
our budget for this church year.
Please prepare your favorite ﬁnger
food to share that evening or consider making a donation for some purchased tasty treats that will be prepared by the Hospitality Committee
on site. Please email Linda Wobus
at linda.Wobus@gmail.com if you
would like to donate food or money
for the event.
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Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
and Religious Education

April 6
Sacred Poetry
The Worship Committee
April is National Poetry Month. We will celebrate by presenting a selection of
sacred poems that encourage us to see divine grace operating in our lives and
challenge us to deepen our connection to the spiritual.
*12:00 pm—First Sunday Luncheon hosted by the Green Sanctuary
Committee and the Building and Grounds Committee

April 13
Theodicy
Kelly Spahr (Hall)
theodicy /thee-od-uh-see/ n 1. defense of God's goodness and
omnipotence in view of the existence of evil.

April 20
Easter Sunday
Guest Speaker: Matt Meyer
Matt Meyer is an artist of percussion, knowledgeable and experienced in a
variety of styles, including latin-jazz, Brazilian, folk, funk, Hip-hop and pop. He
is a graduate of Berklee College of Music and has studied in Cuba, Ghana, and
Central America.
Matt Meyer is also a member of the Tribal Rhythms performing arts Company,
an organization that uses the theme of the “Tribe” to teach children about
community building and how the arts can be used to develop a culture of
caring, cooperation and respect.

April 27
Kelly Spahr (Hall)

CareRing
News &
Notes

N o te s
fr o m
R .E .

Miller/Schipper Family Update
Jodie and Greg were part of the religious education program at May
Memorial in the 1970s and 1980s
January 20, 2013—Jodie Miller
marries Zvi Eitan
August 31, 2013— Greg Miller marries Gina Eaton
February 4, 2014— Ilan Aviv Eitan
born in Auckland, New Zealand to
proud parents Jodie and Zvi.

A

s I write this, I am looking out my window at snow and more snow with
yet another storm in the forecast. I am hoping by the time you read this
that spring will have sprung for real.
The weather does not seemed to have slowed us down much though! Here
is what we have coming up in RE in April:
•

4/6/14 - Regular RE classes with OWL and Teenz at First UU

•

4/13/14 - Regular RE classes with OWL and Teenz at First UU

•

4/20/14 - A really special opportunity for us here at May Memorial. Matt
Meyer will be leading this intergenerational worship. Matt is a well known
UU drummer who is known for his excellent drumming worship-leading
and wonderful spirit and presence. Here is what Matt says about his
art: “Rhythm is fundamental to our experience as humans. Every culture
in every time has used it as a basic form of communication for both the
sacred and secular. Rhythm is not just the beat and pulse that you tap to
in music- it can be found in all the patterns, cycles, and inﬁnite ways we
divide up time in our world. It is in the beating of our hearts, the movement of our walk, and the cycle of the seasons. Perhaps more importantly, it is in the ways we talk and relate to one another. The cadence of our
words and the rhythm of our body language provide the foundations for
our interactions with each other as humans beings. Through rhythm and
music we have the potential to grow our relationships with each other and
the divine.”
And here is just one comment among many: “Matthew Meyer brought a
level of spirituality to his playing in our services that both enthused and
moved us deeply. His drumming skills share both the most delicate sensitivity to an outright ‘shout’ of spiritual release and exultation. We look forward to Matt's next visit.” - Ruth Palmer, Music Director, Unity Church,
St. Paul, Minnesota
You can learn more about him at http://rhythmrevelations.com/index.html

•

4/27 - Special Programming
~ Rev. Jennifer Hamlin-Navias,
Associate Minister of Religious Education
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(“Marvelous History Corner” continued)

Marvelous
History
Corner

Accept, O God, whom we adore,
The offering of our hands.
Around this altar which we raise
Let thy felt presence be;

Our Ill-Fated
Second Church
Building

Here may our prayers and songs
of praise
Acceptance ﬁnd with Thee.

M

ay Memorial has had ﬁve different church buildings. Those interested in a
pictorial display of our various church buildings can see them at
http://history.mmuus.org/churchbuildings.pdf . The second church building on
the south corner of Lock Street (now known as State Street) and Burnet Avenue was somewhat ill-fated. Relatively soon after the initial construction in
1843, it was deemed too small for the rapidly growing congregation that was
due to Rev. May’s increasing popularity. Thus, in the fall of 1850, a decision
was made to increase the building’s length by 20 feet so twentyeight pews could be added. A
spire was also added to the original tower during this remodeling
phase. This latter decision may
have added to a subsequent calamity when on February 29, 1852,
a huge storm, some even called it
a hurricane, came through Syracuse causing the tower and that
spire to crash down on the roof (and the house next door) pressing out the
side and rear walls and leaving the church a ruined mess. A decision was
made soon after to construct a new building (our third building) on the old
foundation, of course at great cost and long lasting debt.

The story of buildings on this site
does not end there, though. Three
decades later the peace and
tranquility usually expected on a
Sunday morning was being
interrupted by the incursion of
railroad tracks. The cute plaster
ﬁgures we can see at the old train
station along I-690 near where our
old church stood meant that 130
years ago too much noise and
commotion interrupted each weekly
service as well as other church
activities during the week. Thus, in
1884 a decision was made to
purchase the lot on James Street
that became the site of our fourth
church building.
~ Rog Hiemstra,
Chair, History Committee

Thus, about 161 years ago on April 11, 1853, this third iteration was dedicated “to the worship of God, to the inculcation of Religious Truth and Christian
Duty.” An original hymn was written for the dedication service by church leader, Dudley Phelps. We don’t know the melody, but the message in the ﬁrst
three verses is interesting:
With hearts depressed, but not cast down,
When crushing tempests raged,
In earnest faith new hopes to crown
Our zealous hands engaged.
‘Til on those broken walls once more
A fairer temple stands;
(continued above right)
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Many Thanks to Capital Campaign Donors
Join us for the April First
Sunday Luncheon!
The Green Sanctuary Committee
and Building and Grounds Committee will host the First Sunday Luncheon on April 6th, in the Social Hall
after the morning service. Come and
enjoy some good food and good
conversation!

Haven’t paid your pledge
yet? Save time and pay
online!
It is now even easier for you to pay
your pledge—just go to
www.mmuus.org and click on the
“New! Donate with PayPal” link.
Paying online with PayPal is a safe
and easy way to make your donation
without having to remember to
write a check.

T

he very generous members of May Memorial continue to honor their
pledges for our recent Capital Campaign. We have already seen the wonderful results of this giving.
•

There are no icicles hanging from our new roof and we are enjoying energy savings because of it. A win-win on that account.

•

Each Sunday we experience great comfort in the Sanctuary from our new
pew cushions as we enjoy crystal clear sound from our state of the art
sound system.

•

Three ofﬁce computers have been replaced and the associated software
updated for greater speed and efﬁciency.

•

All ten furnaces are now new energy efﬁcient models.

•

Our new driveway is pothole free and our sidewalks are solid.

•

We have new lighting in the foyer and upstairs hallway.

•

The glazing in the cupola is brand new.

And there’s more to come. Soon we will see signiﬁcant improvements in our
kitchen, which will make for easier access for our own functions as well as for
the functions of our many renters.
Harsey and Joyce Leonard continue to serve as the very able stewards of
our capital funds with help and input from many in the congregation. We owe
them our gratitude for the hours they donate on our behalf.
We are all caretakers of this beautiful building and the Society which calls it
home. Thank you for your continued sharing of time and treasure.
~ Alexa Carter
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Treasurer

A NOTE FROM YOUR

I

am writing to you about two concerns that I have as this ﬁscal year draws
to a close and we embark on the next ﬁscal year. You are aware that our
largest source of income is from the pledges of our members. Many of you
have paid your pledges for the 2013-14 ﬁscal year. If you are among those
who have not paid your pledge in full, please make it a top priority. This is the
time of the year when our income from all sources start to decline but we still
have bills to pay and employee compensation that cost us $16,500 plus per
month. Our goal is to have a breakeven budget for the third ﬁscal year. By
paying up your pledge, this can become a reality.

The 2014-15 Stewardship Campaign is well underway. For those of you who
have handed in your pledge form, we say, “thank you”. For those of you who
have not made a pledge yet, keep in mind that we need your generous support to keep our operations going. We are the owners of MMUUS. It is our
responsibility to provide enough treasure to insure that the programs are funded, the personnel is paid a fair compensation, and the physical facility is taken
care of. Your generous support will make this happen. I leave you with this
thought:

Take joy in your giving
You not only enrich your soul
You also enrich all of creation
Giving is a simple act
That becomes a great occasion
For the beneﬁts are incalculable
~ Fia B. Scheyer

Yours in faith,
Joyce Leonard,
MMUUS Treasurer

Next Steps: Capital
Renovations Meeting
On a Sunday morning when pulling
into our smooth pot hole free driveway and entering our ice free warm
and cozy Sanctuary, when you take a
seat in one of our comfortable pews,
don’t you wonder what will be new
when you return in the fall to begin
our 50th anniversary church year?
Join us in the Sanctuary on Sunday, April 13th, at 12:15 pm after
service for a PowerPoint presentation by the Building and Grounds
advisory group to introduce the projects that will be completed this
year. Several committees have
been hard at work for over a year
reviewing plans and formulating
speciﬁcations for these projects.
The big item planned for this summer is a complete remodel of our
well used long neglected kitchen.
Please join us and add you voice.
This is an informational meeting and
is not restricted to members only.
All are welcome.

April 1, 2014
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Bookenders
2014 Schedule

Meetings are held in the Memorial
Room on the designated Thursday
at 1:30 pm. Come for one book
discussion or for all of them.
Apr. 24th

Behind the Beautiful
Forevers
by Katherine Boo

May 22nd

The Warmth of Other
Suns: The Epic Story
of America’s Great
Migration
by Isabel Wilkerson

Rev. Jennifer’s
Stewardship
Testimonial

Another

I

thought writing this month’s
remarks about stewardship
would be easy. It’s a no brainer—
Please give money—it’s easy to
of Changing Lives
stay on message. Changing lives—
that is profound. Lets not gloss
over that too quickly. If I was as honest and courageous as I would like to
believe that I am, then I would take my shoes off before I enter May Memorial. I would shave my head. I would smudge myself with incense. Because
what we DO here is sacred. WE invite the sacred in every time we light the
chalice, every time we welcome someone, every time we look into
someone’s eyes and ask, “How are you? - no really how are you?”
I was called into ministry a while ago. It is interesting language. I know other
people for whom their jobs are a vocation—artists, doctors, police ofﬁcers,
computer techies, etc. But ministry is the only profession that I know of
where it is usual to say that one is “called” into it. “Called” I was because
ministry changes lives and I wanted to be part of that.
And make no mistake about it—we may be Unitarian Universalists, with a
mild discomfort with traditional religious language, but WE DO MINISTRY.
We do change lives. And I see it all the time.
I see children who have grown up in this congregation and have been part of
our RE ministry become amazing young adults. It is not uncommon for them
to be the voice of reason in their social setting. It is not uncommon for them
to be the voice of tolerance in their communities outside of May. It is very
common for them to live their UU values and be proud of who they are.
Our youth have been on several service trips. And at this time there is an excitement here about this. I hear from adults who want to know how they can
go on a service trip also. Our congregation sees the life changes that have
happened because of these trips and the adults want to be part of that.
How many of you take you UU faith quietly out into that world out there—and
greet your students, or their parents, your clients or coworkers with a respect
and dignity that is made alive by your faith? A faith that is nurtured in this
place and most importantly by the people who make up this community. I
know the answer and it is all of you.
We do change lives here. The sacred is alive here, and we are helping to
change the world.
~ Rev. Jennifer Hamlin-Navias,
Associate Minister of Religious Education
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President’s
Letter

A

s spring arrives, this is the time when we look back at our relationships
with MMUUS, and consider how much we can increase our pledges. Think
about why you give to other charities. It probably has something to do with
making your money work with other people’s money, to make the world a better place.
Another way to say it is, you want your money to be changing lives. That’s
what MMUUS does.
There are functions which government does, such as building and maintaining
roads, which you simply can’t do on your own. Well there are also functions
MMUUS does for you, or for others we know or ought to know, which you
simply can’t do on your own. But changing lives is not free.

If you have not been contacted about making a pledge for the work of
MMUUS for the upcoming year, call Steve Reiter at 479-6827 or Lynne Perry
at 247-9214. Nick Cardell, one of our former ministers, used to say “Give until
it feels good”. If you would like to feel more good, by raising your pledge, Steve or Lynne can help with that too. The thing is, we need to put in place a
budget for the ﬁscal year beginning July 1st. We can only make this plan by
relying on pledges actually made.
Another topic: each year the UUA holds a General Assembly. It takes place in
different parts of the country each year. This year it is right next door in Providence, Rhode Island, and will be held June 25th—29th. You don’t need to be a
Board member or committee chair to attend. I spoke with Hank Manwell
once about attending a General Assembly. He has done so, and highly recommends the experience to all of us. That’s what I also hear from others who
have attended. Who’s in? Register and make your room reservations ASAP. I
expect it will be a life-changing experience waiting for you a very short day’s
drive away. Check the UUA website for details.
Finally, for those of you who attended the “cabaret” at May on March 9th,
keep in mind the words of the Art Carney song I sang: “Together we stand
with shovels in hand, to keep things ﬂowing along.”
~ Peter Colman, President
MMUUS Board of Trustees

Kelly Spahr’s ordination to
take place May 11
This Mother’s Day, the MMUUS
congregation will be helping to celebrate a very special day in the life of
Kelly Spahr (Hall), mother of four and
newly fellowshipped UU Minister. Kelly’s ordination service will
take place in our Sanctuary on
Sunday, May 11th, at 4:00 pm. The
formal ceremony will be followed by
a reception in the Social Hall.
It is our honor to host this event and
the entire congregation is invited to
participate. Please build a stop at
May Memorial into your Mother’s
Day plans. If you cannot be here on
that day, your contribution of food to
share would be greatly appreciated. We have many great cooks in
our congregation and we are calling
upon your skills for this celebration. Please email Alexa Carter at
alexacarteralexa@icloud.com if you
would like to be involved.

April 1, 2014
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Summer Schedule taking
shape
Right now, the
Worship Committee
is planning the lineup
for our summer services. We are seeking ideas and volunteers from the congregation. Is
there a summer service topic you
have been wanting to explore? Do
you have a great idea for a perfect
service for our space? Is there a
traditional service you want to be
sure to have repeated? Let us
know. Summer services are a great
time to try new approaches and new
issues. Committee members will
work with volunteers to bring your
ideas into focus and craft an experience that works for our time and
space. Please contact Mariah
Dillon, Worship Committee chair, at
emducey@syr.edu with your ideas
and suggestions.

Make your choices for 2014-15 Change for
Change recipients

S

oon we will be voting for three groups which will
receive our Change for Change donations for 2014
-15. Project Vote Smart (a non-proﬁt, non-partisan
research organization providing in depth information
about ofﬁcials, candidates, legislation etc.) will be
added to the survey along with the following
agencies/groups we have included in the past:
•

Center for New Americans

•

Eastern Farm Workers Association

•

Estancia

•

Food Bank of Central New York

•

Francis House

•

Interreligious Food Consortium

•

Jail Ministry

•

McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy

•

Peasant Movement of Papaye

•

Planned Parenthood of Central New York

•

Samaritan Center

•

Shaleshock CNY

Our Care Baskets

•

Vera House

While many of us enjoy the tradition of
hunting for Easter
eggs, many in our
community are
searching for food and personal care
items. Let us keep our foyer baskets
overﬂowing for those in need.

•

Workers' Center of Central New York

If you would like to make an addition to this list please send an email to Vicky
Schipper at victoria@twcny.rr.com in the next week.

~ Lee Ann McKinney
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Thank you,
Vicky Schipper

2014 Folkus Concert Schedule
April 4th—Chris Smither—Master guitarist
and troubadour Chris Smither has made his
reputation by transforming blues roots
music into modern-day songwriting craft.
The songs, literate and emotionally
persuasive, are deﬁned by his bright,
intricate guitar work and driving foot
stomps. Often thought of as a blues artist,
Smither is a singer-songwriter who draws
deeply from the Mississippi Delta,
American folk music, Texas swing, and
urban ballads to create songs that are
weathered, unhurried, and genuinely
passionate. Guitar-heads are drawn to his
Lightnin' Hopkins/John Hurt derived
fretwork; spiritual seekers nod in
recognition at the hard-won knowledge
casually tossed off in his lyrics, and just
plain music fans who have come to him on their own return again and again.

April Gallery Exhibition:
Syracuse Camera Club
The Syracuse Camera Club 5th
Annual Exhibit and Fundraiser to be
held at May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society. The SCC members
will offer cards, framed and matted
prints to be sold with proceeds beneﬁting the SCC general fund and
MMUUS. There will be rafﬂes for
matted photographs created by SCC
members. The exhibit starts April 6th
and runs through end of May. An
opening reception will be held at
May Memorial on Wednesday
April 9th from 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm.

Tickets are $20 (Folkus Member price: $17).

April 25th—Matt and Shannon Heaton—Boston-based Matt and Shannon
Heaton pursue an inventive approach to traditional tunes and ballads. With a
variety of instruments and blend of new and old music, they create a robust
sound the Boston Herald called “majestic
excellence.” They are winners of Live
Ireland's “Trad Fusion Album of the Year”.
Tickets are $15 (Folkus Member price:
$12).

All shows start at 8:00 pm. To reserve
tickets, or for details and additional ticket
info, visit http://www.folkus.org.

Photographs by Syracuse Camera Club
and MMMUS member Bob Burdick.
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Community News
Spaghetti Dinner Saturday, April 5
4:00 pm—6:30 pm
First Universalist Church of
Central Square
(Intersection of Routes 11 and 49)
Adults $8 / Seniors $7 /
Children (ages 5-12) $5 /
Children under age 5 eat free /
Family $20
Menu features spaghetti and meatballs or meatless sauce, bread, salad, choice of dessert.

Y

ou are invited to attend a unique afternoon of inspiration! Music, art, Dance
and discussion will illuminate the path of healing for survivors of sexual
abuse and domestic violence. We invite female survivors to attend this empowering workshop that utilizes the transformative power of the healing arts!

Workshop is free of charge and limited to twenty participants only! Register
to attend by emailing info@cleanslatediaries.com no later than Friday,
April 4, 2014
Dress is casual and comfortable. Light refreshments will be served!
Guest Instructors:
Blythe Bennett—Local and regional lecturer on childhood sexual abuse, Board
member of “The Clean Slate Diaries” and the founder of "Phoenix Strength”
Elaine Wolf—MA, MSW, LMFT, Certiﬁed Nia Brown-Belt Instructor, Trained at
Syracuse University's College of Human Ecology in Couple and Family Therapy
and Social Work
Renée DeVesty—2013 MAKER “Women Who Make America” award recipient, RAINN Speakers Bureau Member, Founder and executive director of “The
Clean Slate Diaries” and national lecturer on sexual and domestic violence
For more information, visit the Clean Slate Diaries’ website at
www.cleanslatediaries.com, or check out their Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/CleanSlateDiaries) and Twitter
(https://twitter.com/TheCleanSlate) pages.
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Calendar

(continued from page 12)

Wednesday, April 16th
6:30 pm

Men’s Fellowship Discussion/Potluck

Thursday, April 17th
3:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:30 pm

T’ai Chi Chih
Twisted Sisters
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, April 20th
9:40 am—10:10 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:15 pm

Happy Easter!
Individual Spiritual Practice
Worship Service
Teenz
Spanophiles

Monday, April 21st
6:30 pm

Spiritual Enrichment Group (SEG) Memorial Room

Tuesday, April 22nd
3:00 pm

Happy Earth Day!
T’ai Chi Chih

Thursday, April 24th
1:30 pm
3:00 pm
7:30 pm

Bookenders
T’ai Chi Chih
Choir Rehearsal

Friday, April 25th
8:00 pm

Folkus Concert: Matt & Shannon Heaton MMUUS

Sunday, April 27th
9:40 am—10:10 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

Individual Spiritual Practice
Worship Service
Teenz

Tuesday, April 29th
3:00 pm

T’ai Chi Chih

Social Hall

Social Hall
Memorial Room
Sanctuary
Creekside
Sanctuary
Teen Room
COA

Social Hall
Memorial Room
Social Hall
Sanctuary

Interweave Continental
Interweave Continental is an organization of the UUA, actively working
to end oppression based on sexual
orientation and gender identity. Interweave's work is guided by Unitarian
Universalist principles, with a special
commitment to “value and afﬁrm
the lives and experiences of Queer
people of faith…”
Visit the Interweave website for
more information and the latest
online newsletter at http://
interweaveuu.org/

Creekside
Sanctuary
Teen Room
Social Hall

April 1, 2014
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Calendar

Glenn Kime

Tuesday, April 1st
3:00 pm

T’ai Chi Chih

Social Hall

Thursday, April 3rd
3:00 pm
7:30 pm

T’ai Chi Chih
Choir Rehearsal

Social Hall
Sanctuary

Friday, April 4th
8:00 pm

Folkus Concert: Chris Smither

Sunday, April 6th
9:40 am—10:10 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
12:15 pm

Individual Spiritual Practice
Worship Service
Teenz
First Sunday Luncheon
Spanophiles

Monday, April 7th
6:30 pm

Spiritual Enrichment Group (SEG) Memorial Room

Phone  315.446.8920
Email  ofﬁce@mmuus.org
Fax  315.446.4605
Ofﬁce Hours: 9-3 Monday–Friday

Tuesday, April 8th
3:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

T’ai Chi Chih
Soul to Soul
Program Council

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
Email  newsletter@mmuus.org

Wednesday, April 9th
5:30 pm—8:30 pm

Syracuse Camera Club Reception

Thursday, April 10th
12:00 pm
3:00 pm
7:30 pm

Green Sanctuary Committee
T’ai Chi Chih
Choir Rehearsal

Memorial Room
Social Hall
Sanctuary

Saturday, April 12th
10:30 am
1:00 pm—5:00 pm

Worship Committee
“Survivor Sessions” Workshop

Memorial Room
Social Hall

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Phone  315.729.3734
Rev. Jennifer Hamlin-Navias
ASSOCIATE MINISTER FOR
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Email  jhamlinn@mmuus.org
Kelly Spahr (Kilmer Hall)
Email  kelly.spahr.mdiv@gmail.com
Peter Colman
SOCIETY PRESIDENT

Email  president@mmuus.org
Brian R. Betz
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

MMUUSletter is a publication of
events and information at May Memorial
Unitarian Universalist Society. To be
included on our mailing list, please
contact our ofﬁce at 315.446.8920 or
ofﬁce@mmuus.org.
The deadline for the ﬁrst of the
month newsletters is the 15th of
the preceding month. The deadline for mid-month newsletters is
the 5th of the month. Articles received after the deadline will be included in the next newsletter. To
submit an article, please email it to
newsletter@mmuus.org.
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Creekside
Sanctuary
First UU
Social Hall
COA

Social Hall
Teen Room
Memorial Room
Social Hall

(see page 10 for details)

Sunday, April 13
9:40 am—10:10 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:15 pm

Individual Spiritual Practice
Worship Service
Teenz
Capital Renovations Open Meeting

Creekside
Sanctuary
First UU
Sanctuary

Tuesday, April 15th
3:00 pm
7:00 pm

T’ai Chi Chih
Board of Trustees

Social Hall
Social Hall
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